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V.
LETTERS DURING 1837.
PAEIS, January 1, 1837.
TO-DAY I have had a great happiness ; some one came ' to see me whom I have not seen for eternities, and who has given me such pleasure that I have been sitting, all day long, dreamily talking to her;11 never wearied of it. She has made a long journey, but a fortunate one. She is not changed. Do you not think there are beings in whom resides a larger portion, of our life than in ourselves ? You will know this being some clay. I will not have you like her better than I do, but you cannot prevent yourself from being friendly, were it only on account of my fanaticism for her. She is a being so good, so constant, so grand, of so lofty a mind, so true, so nai've, so pure! These are the beings who serve as foils to all that we see about us. I cannot prevent myself from telling you of my joy as if you knew her, but I perceive that I am talking G-reek to you. Forgive me that folly. There are, as Che'rubin says, certain moments when we talk to the air, and it is better to talk to the heart of a friend.
Then this good day came in the midst of my hardest work, for "Illusions Perdues " must be finished under penalty of lawsuits and summons; at a moment, too, when I am very weary of the toils of this hard year, so hard!
1 Madame Hanska's miniature by Daffinger, a copy of which she had sent him.riting to you I see you, just as if I were studying the Almanach de Gotha at your house in Geneva; and when I think of that halt made in my sorrows, I fancy that all about me is gold and that I have nothing to do.
